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As you are likely aware, our region is not in a good place right now given our 
unprecedented infection and positivity rates as well as increases in hospitalizations, 
putting a significant strain on our local community hospitals.  Although our Phased 
Reopening Plan was designed with worst case scenarios in mind, along with our ability 
to respond, we never wanted to be in a position as a district to have to utilize it, yet we 
have reached that unfortunate threshold.  
 
The Departments of Education and Health have always recommended fully remote 
instruction for all students when a County reaches a Substantial level of community 
transmission of COVID-19.  Both Butler and Armstrong Counties have been 
experiencing Substantial transmission for weeks and that data is not trending toward 
significant improvement to warrant moving back to a more Moderate level of 
transmission any time soon.  New expectations placed upon districts across the 
Commonwealth as of this week, if not in a fully remote model, would require districts to 
close schools based on case counts.  As an example, we would be required to close 
any one of our four FASD schools for as much as a week with just two cases; with 5 or 
more cases, the closure could be up to two weeks.  Again - this would not be a local 
district decision but instead is now a mandate.  Our school community can track our 
case counts and view all COVID notifications issued by the district on our website at: 
http://www.freeport.k12.pa.us/content/covid-19  
 
Given the likely disruptions due to potentially frequent, mandated building 
closures based on new cases and the short time frame between now and 
the next scheduled break, continuing with remote instruction through the 
Christmas and New Year’s holidays is the most sensible approach to 
these next 12 school days.  Therefore, as we have this past week, please 
plan to continue with fully remote instruction until the New Year.  Stay 
tuned for additional communications from respective school buildings.  
 
It is also worthy of note that this strategy/schedule also avoids the potential need to 
quarantine as many student contacts, which could include a mandated quarantine over 
the holidays, thus also avoiding further disruptions to families and households.  Our 
children ending up in quarantine simply for coming to school is an unfortunate reality 
given such a surge.  
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As a proactive mitigation strategy, please be reminded of the previously approved 
calendar/schedule adjustments below (all Fridays will remain remote/asynchronous):  
 

Post-Holiday Break 
(subject to change) 

 
Buffalo and South Buffalo Elementary Schools 

- Full Remote Instruction on January 4th-7th  
- Return to their normal face-to-face instruction schedule on January 11th  

 
Middle and High Schools  

- Full Remote Instruction on January 4th-7th 
- Hybrid-A/B Days schedule on January 11th-14th  
- Return to their normal face-to-face instruction schedule on January 18th  

 
 
 
As we do every week, if you are in need of school meals, please place your orders at: 
https://forms.gle/qPcRdnkECci86LWR9  
 
 
Also, should you have technology related questions or needs, please reach out to: 
helpdesk@freeport.k12.pa.us  
 
Please also visit http://bit.ly/fasdremoteinstruction for important reminders and 
guidance on Remote Instruction.  
 
 
 
Again, let’s do our part to honor our healthcare frontline workers by stopping spread by 
wearing our masks, distancing, and avoiding large gatherings.  Doing this out of 
respect for those medical professionals also serves to keep our schools open safely.  
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